CHAPTER VII.
THE PERIOD OF THE PENAL LAWS IN IRELAND.
THE REVOLUTION OF 1782.
Retrospect of Irish History, since the Anglo-Norman Conquest. The
influence of circumstance on events. The Treaty of limerick
violated. Ruin of Catholic owners. The Penal Code enacted by
degrees. Its threefold object, to exclude the Catholics from the land
and from all power in the State, to degrade them, and to keep their
Church in subjection. Its disastrous effects. Emigration of Catholics
from Ireland. Distinguished Irish Catholic exiles. The "wild
geese." The Irish Brigade. How the Code affected the land,
commerce, and social relations. Demoralisation caused by it
Subjection of Protestant Ireland to England, Commercial restric-
tions. Destruction of the Irish woollen manufacture. Measures
against the Irish Presbyterians. The evil results. The Irish
Parliament. Its composition and weakness. Restrictions on it.
Declaratory statute that the English Parliament could bind Ireland by
its laws. Modification of Poynings' Law, Heads of Bills. The
Irish Parliament inferior and subject. The Irish-Anglican or Es-
tablished Church. Its characteristics. The Irish Catholic Church.
The Irish Bench and Bar. Appearance of the country. Molyntux,
Swift, and Berkeley. Their writings on Ireland. Gradual improve-
ment before the middle of the eighteenth century. Social and
political progress. An "Irish interest'7 formed in the Irish Parlia-
ment. Opposition to the Government, The "Undertakers.*' Anthony
Malone. Condition of Ireland about 1760. The Whiteboy and other
movements. Agrarian crime in Ireland. The 6rst years of the reign
of George III quiet in Ireland. Henry Flood. The Viceroyalty
of Lord Townshend. Quarrel with the " Undertakers" and the